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KANOWNA BELLE GOLDMINE — CATERPILLAR 775 TRUCKS 

2370. Hon Jon Ford to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

I refer to the Kanowna Belle Operations owned and operated by Barrick Kanowna with management from Evan 
Spencer, Callum Winn, Justin De Meillon and Ashley Tidey, and ask — 

(1) Can the Minister quote and state the conditions imposed on the above mentioned operations in relation 
to allowing the Caterpillar 775 trucks to operate in the underground mine? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Was it reported to the Department and Mines and Petroleum (DMP), that there were three incidents 
involving both heavy vehicles and light vehicles, in the above mentioned operations within a 72 hour 
period of each other on or around 28 January 2010? 

(4) If yes to (3), was it documented that the explosive vehicle involved in the incident with the 775 truck on 
the 28 January 2010 was carrying explosives, and that the appropriate signage was showing and the 
blue light in operation signifying that it was carrying explosives? 

(5) Will the registered mine manager, or any other person at Barrick Kanowna, be prosecuted for the 
incidents referred to in (3), above? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

1.  Due to the size of the 775 trucks and the decline, an exemption to Regulation 10.39(2)(a) of the Mines 
Safety and Inspection Regulations 1995 was granted by the Senior Inspector of Mines in a letter to the 
mine dated 26 March 2002. The exemption was granted subject to the following conditions: 

• Tight sections of the decline where identified in the Risk Assessment are to be signposted "No 
pedestrian traffic whilst 775's are hauling". 

• Tight sections of the decline where identified in the Risk Assessment are to be whitewashed to 
increase visibility. 

• The speed of the 775 trucks is not to exceed 10kph in areas where total horizontal clearance of less 
than 1.8 metres has been identified. 

• Personnel employed underground including the truck drivers are advised of the reduced clearance 
in the identified sections of the decline. Pedestrians are not to travel in those sections of the decline 
whilst the trucks are in use. 

Further to a letter dated 15 October 2003 from the Kanowna Belle Gold Mine seeking a review of the 
exemption conditions, the exemption was revised by the Senior Inspector of Mines. 

The significant difference was that the speed restriction imposed on the 775 trucks was increased 
to 19kph in areas where the total horizontal clearance of less than 1.8 metres had been identified. 

The company was informed in a letter dated 11 November 2003 of the new conditions. 

The exemption to Regulation 10.39(2)(a) was extended in a third letter to the company from the Senior 
Inspector of Mines dated 18 November 2005. 

2.  Not applicable 

3.  There were three incidents involving light vehicles.  Two were reported to the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum and the third incident was assessed as being so minor that it did not warrant reporting to the 
Department. 

4.  The vehicle involved was reported as being loaded with explosives. The report submitted by the 
company to the Department did not state if the vehicle had appropriate signage and a blue light. 

5.  No 

6.  Where prima facie evidence of a breach is found and there is satisfaction of 'public interest' tests, 
prosecution of a company or individuals will always be considered after State Solicitor's advice is in 
favour of such enforcement action. In this case there is no prima facie evidence that will support a 
prosecution of the registered manager or any other individual. 

 


